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Why should I protect my land? 

Chances are, your land is the stage upon
which you have lived your life—the setting

for countless hours of work and play. Pe r h a p s
your land has even been handed down
t h rough your family for decades—a living
album of family history. 

You may also know that your land is an impor-
tant part of the Potomac River waters h e d .
Comprising nearly 15,000 square miles, the
Potomac basin is the centerpiece of one of the
most ecologically, geologically, and historically
important landscapes in the nation. Yet today,
this watershed is facing unprecedented chal-
l e n g e s. Unchecked sprawl, diminished water quality, decreased wildlife habitat,
and unnecessary clear-cutting are just a few of the threats facing this vital
region. 

It is no surprise, then, that you are concerned about how to protect your land
for future genera t i o n s. You don’t want this tre a s u red landscape to be tra n s-
formed into yet another faceless subdivision. But take heart: Landowners like
you have more conservation options than ever before. 

What should I consider first? 

If you are interested in conserving your land, knowing the answers to the fol-
lowing questions will help guide you toward the right land protection option

for you.

➢ What are your long-term goals for the property? What do you want it to look
like in 50 years ?

➢ What natural or historic features of your land are important to you?

➢ Do you plan to retain ownership of the property for a long time and/or
t ransfer ownership to a member of your family? 

➢ Would you benefit financially from an income tax deduction? 


